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THE RT. REV.
EYRILL A, W. JOHNSON

With the pessing of Fr. Johnson
un August 7, 1947, the Serian Ortho-
dox Church in Ameriza has lost one
of its moet eminent Prissts, and the
Parish of 5t George in Lawrence a
dearly beloved FPastor.
was born in T||u'-1.'|'j|:|!|__ HHEBMEHE-BI.T.E..
on Jupe 24 1897, the feast of the
Nativity of 51. John the Baptist. He
received hiz early education in his
home town. and in 1921 was srado-
aled from William and Mary Col-
lege in Willinmsburg, Virginia. with
the degree of Bachelor of Ans While
at Willinm and Mary he was editor
of the college literary magazine. and
associate editer of the college weekly
paper.  He was elected to the leading
academic honor soricty, Phi Beta
Kappa

In 1921 he was received into the
Orthodox  Chureh by Archbizhep
Alexander Nemelovsky, Archbishop
nf the Russian Orihodex Chureh in
Armerica, and that seme vear began
oraduate study a1 the Liniversity o
Vieginia, from which he received the
degree of Master of Arts in 1922

That same pummer he wos ordained
ThHnnaneatn ke Fichan A Mimins

br 4bha

Fr. RKynll

Ofiesh. ar that time Svrian Mission-
ary Bishop in MNorth Amecica, and
was azzigned to the Chureh of 50
John of Damzzcus in Boston, as as.
sistant to the fate Rt Rev. Solomon
Fairneny.

In the fall of 1977 he entered
Harvard Divinity School, from which
he was gtaﬂu:ﬂ:ﬂ in June=, 1925, with
the degree of Bachelor of Theologi-
cal Science,  After his eraduation
frem Hamvard he joined the Har
ward-Athos Expedition under the di-
pection of the jate Professor Kirsopp
Leake of Harvard and proceeded to
Greece. whers he spent the summer
al Me Athos and on the island of
Patmos. and became a brother of the
famous Greck  Monastery located
there. In the fall of 1925 he entered
the Greek Theological School at
Halki, Constantinople, as & special
student. The following summer he
gpent st Me Athos and on Pabmos
and Andres. and returned 1o the
United Stat=s in Octoher.

In December. 1926, he returned
to Ewrope. to join the Harvard-
}I‘lil,'_]'l'l';:.n Expedition 1o hi. Sinai.
The lollowine vear was spenl ol
Sinal. Cairee Alexandriz. Jeruzalem,
lhodes, Fatmos. and ot Athas. Ap
Serabit-el  Khadim  he  discoversd
many new Proto-Semitic nscriplions
in the course of investizations there.

Upon his return o the United
States in 1930, he was ordained o
the FPriesthood by Archbishop Af
timios, wunder whom he became a
Missionary Priest. On Ociober 16,
1938, he asumed the Paslorate of
St. George's Church in Lawrence,
and directed all his eJorls e the
building up of the Parish. In recog.
mtion of his zerviees to the Church,
he war elevated to the rank of Archi-
mandrite in August, 1941, by the

Most Reversnd Metropolilan Anteny
Bashir, :

LUnder Fr. K}'i’il['ﬂ- E_'I.I!idﬁ.ﬂl.‘l'__ the
present Church. of 3t Georpe in
Lawrence was purchazed and  re-
modeled inte one- of the finest Op-
thedox Chorches anywhere in the
United States.. The first services in
the mew Church were held in Janu-
sry, 1946, and on May 12, 1934, the
building was ceremonially  conss.
crated by His Eminence, the Mest
Reverend Metropolitan Antony.

Dhering the years he spent in New
England in the service of the Syrian
Crthodox Church, Fr. Johnson was
most instrumental in establishing a
gtrong vouth organization, ithe Fad-
eration of Syrian Orthodox Clubs.
Together with the Church in Law.
rence, this organization 1= a brilliant
monumeni of hiz achievernenl

In addition to his many ecclesi-
astical activities, he found time for
nimerows outside interests. e wos
President of the lpswich Historics)
Society; a founder of the Ipawich
Art Associstion; a trustes and di-
rector of the Society for the Preserva-
tion of New Enszland Antiquities: a
trustee of the Cable Memorial Hos-
pital, Ipzwich, and until recently,
VieePresident of the Chranicle Pob-
lishing Company.

Al the time of his death, Fr. Kveill
had been in -Holy Orders in the
Orthodox Church more than tweniy-
five vears. Bocause of his illness,
ne official celebration of his Silver
Jubilee was possible, but all his
many friends and parishioners were
thankiul for hiz long service. more
than & quarter of a century, to the
Syrian Crhadox Chureh.

Ceontinved



Fr. Johneons bodv was laid in
state in the Lawrence Church at 4
P, M. on Tuesdav. Auvpust 120 and
prayers  were said by o8 nomber
of Priests from the neighboring
Churches, On Wednesday, Augusa
13, the Church was thmnﬂed ke
mourning parishioners and iriends.
come to pay their respects ta the
memeory of the late Pastor. [n the
evening, the Requiem OHhee for
Priests waz sung by the assembled
Clergy, under the direction of Hiz
Eminence. the Mest Heverend Metre-
politan Anteny.  Following the sing-
ing of the Office, memorial culogies
were deliverad in the Church Hall
by officers of the Parish. by repre-
sentatives of Parish Socicties. and of
the neighboring Chorches,  Mr.
Monsour H. Laham, Prezidenot of 5t
George's Church in Beslon, expressed

the sincere 5}-::1].13.1.1‘1!,' of our Parizh-

ioners for the gremt loss sistained
by the people of Lawrence,

"Be 1t noted that the Rt,

pagvor ol 5t.

died Avngust 7, 1547, in the service of
with a prayer on hls lips,

A Solemn Prntifical Liturgy of
Requiem waz seng at 10 A AL on
Thursday, August 14, I:I"'u Hi= Emi-
nence Metropolitan Antony. assisied
by the Very Hev. .-'m:'ltpries-t Con-
stantine  Abov-adal, 3t George's
Church, Waorcester; the Rev. Dimite
G. 5. Nichelss, acting pastor of 3t
George's Church, Lawrense: the
Rev. Abdullah J. Shaker, >t. Johnp
of Damascus’ Chorch. Besten: the
Rev. Seraphim R. W. Carpenter, S0
George's Chorch, Albany. M. T.: the
Rev. Spiridon Dora, 5t George's
Church, Norwood; the Rev. Ztephen
H. R. Upson, 5t George's Chureh,
Bostan: the Rev. Cosmo Anzare, St
George's Church, Lowell: the Rev
Antony H. G. Wooll, 5t George's
Chureh, Niagars Fallz. . .. and
the Rev, Gregory Economow 33,
Constantine and Helen's Greek Ore
thedox Church, Lawrence

F&]il.‘l'h']nE the committal service &
Highland Cemetery, Ipswich wher
the burial took place, manv of thes
who attended the Liturey and Fu
neral Service returned to Lawrence
where & dinner was served byt
Lawrence Parish.

It is expecied that the Furty-Da.
Memorial Servies for Fr. Johnse
will be held in 5t George's Church
Lawrence, on September 21 by the
Acting Pastor, Fr, Dimitri G. =
Micholas, who has been' eerving the
Church in  Lawrefor r]unng Fr.
Johnson's ilness,

from THE MESSEXCER

Firlifizked manrkly b St Ceosece's
Avmak OrTropex CnuRen EnCIETY,

15 Trler Street. Botton 11, Masiaohuen

August 25, 1947.

and splritual .safety of his rlock,

Therefore,

‘Rev, Eyril A.

W. Johnson,

George's Orthodex Church of Lawrence,

God, He died

a prayer for the welfare

be 1t resolved that this ‘board, and any

" other board to Tellow, shall etrive to keep hle memory

bright,

placing flowers on hls grave,®

and shall remember him each Memarial Day by

Pansh Counci Minutes

ot. George, Lawrence



THE RIGHT REVEREND
KFRILL ARTHUR WARREN JOHHION
JUNE 2, 1697 - AUCUST T, 1G4L7
BACHELOR OF ARTS
COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND HARY
MASTER OF ARTS
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA
BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY
HARVARD UNIVERSITY
BROTHER OF THE HOLY AND IMFERTAL
MONASTERY OF S5T. JOHN THE THEOLOGIAN
PATMOS IN AEGEAN
FRIEST OF THE HOLY ORLHODOX
CATHOLIC AND APOSTOLIC CHURCH
AND OF THE
RANE AND DIGNITY OF ARCHIMANDRITE

SOMETIME PRESTIENT



Syrian Chureh Pastor

Dies At Ipswich Home

. Rt Rev, Kyril A, W.

CRE Rew. Eyrils A, W, Johneon
of Tpewich, pastor of St George’s
Syrian Orthedox church here since
Cetaber 16, 1938, 4 noled world |
traveler, author and lecturer, died
Thursday afternoon at his home
He had been confined 1o his hed
since.early in June hegause of &
heart gilment. . - :

A mative of Tpswich, Father
Johnsoo receivéd his early educa-
tion in that town.” He was gradu-

Ated- feomt, Willlam' and Mary col-| §f

lege ' in (1921 with a bachelor of
arﬂ.d@mc and had the hanor of

aing electad- to. Phi Bela Kappa,
the aldest honorary academic sa-
ciety 4n America. . In college he
was: editor of -the “William * and
Mary literary ine and’ assg=

Johnson .;:.‘.'ﬁ’_a_z-_ Noted
. Scholar, Lecturer and Historian--Long |
-~ Active in Civic Organizations |

v N

A AR d
ciate edifor of the college weekly.
s The fallawing - year he grad-
~{Continued on Page E-Ei':EI:ItEE_::!ﬂ -

; Ej‘i'Iul]_{.[JurEh Pasztor

Dies At Ipswich Home |
{Coallnued from Paga Oask

wated from the University of Wir=}
glnin with a mester of arts de-1
o and was & scholarship holder.
 pntered Harvard unlversity the
same vear, zraduationg in - June,
1525, wilth the degres of bachelor
o A e Bust
ravelle b o

. Upon hig graduation ne Joined
Prof. Hirsopp Lake of Hgl'-:a:d
in hiz work on the manuscripls of
the Mew Testament [n such
Hipthodoe  centers . as, - Blount

Athos, Athenz, Alexandria, M
Ginai, Jersusalem, Patmos, Thes-
laalinica, and other Near East|

cities. While in the Skeal penin-
sila, he made che difficult journey
to Serabit-gl-Khadeem where he
dizegvered a new series of peoto-
Setretie Inseriptions. He also took
part in the First Harvard-Michi:
Ipan expedition to Mt Sinai the
(ollowing year. -

Fathnﬁl' %Ehna-:-n. a. nated schol-
ar, keld fellowshipz In the Raoyal
Academy and alse al the ImpeTis
Broeeion aradarmy

-
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Late Rt. Rest Byril 4. W, Johnsan

He heid a unbgus place in ey
histary ol the Hely Grthedo
chiarch in America, Born withy
pine generatiens of INew Enoge

: land- heritape and traditions be-l

tore him, he was a candidate for
Haly Orders Im the Protestant
Episcopal church when he BDe-
carme converied to the ancient his-
tople Church o  the BEast, Hey
was received by Llhe MMost Rew
Archbishop Alexander ol the Rus-
glan Apchdiseese of ihe Aleutlan

Isles and Morth Amecica, He wos!

confirmed in Lhe Orthodfox Falt
in the Bussian Cathedral in New
York hy Archhishop Alexander,
the Qrihedax chureh net recog-
nizing the validity of Frotestand
canfirmations. After this he Ie-
caived Hely Orders up to aod
hroegh the deaconate at the com-

and of Archhlzhop Alexander at
the hands of Bishop Afsimios,
the then Byrian blshop af Broos-

. He was assigned 1o the
onurch of 3t. John of Damasius
n Boston, where he trained unday
he direction of Archpriest Rew.
Salpmon Fiarneny,

He was ordained in 1930 and
warved as a mlssionary priest un-
der Archhishoep Aftlmics,

Bullt XNew Church . .
Immedintely following his ar-
rbval I this oity in 1538 to as-
sure , the paslorate of the Ioeal
church, the second oldest Syriam
Crthodox chyrch to bBe gathered
in the United States as far as
can be determined, he began mek-
Ing plans for a new chivch edifes
It was through his untiring el-

forts end devotlon to hiz congre-
(pation that ifhe present chuech
ion. Lowell street was purchased
ifrom the Congregetionalit Chureh
Building society of MNew York' and
that pxtensive repairs and slters-
tHome were made, Services were
held in the nsw ehurch beﬁlnnin
in January, 1846 and on May 12,
1846, the edilice was officially con-
I:E:ra.l:ni to  Orthedox-Catholie
;warship at impressive ceremcnies
jperformed by Most Bev, Anlony
Baxhir, Metrapolitan Archhishap
‘of Wew York and all MNorfn Ame
erica, whe five years ago clovated
Father Johnson te the rvank of
Archmandeite  af - the. ISastorn
Orihedox  church. 1

Father Johnson was presiden:
of: the Ipswich Histarical sooisty;
ang of the founders of the Ipswich
Art assockatbon: & trugtes and i
Feclar _df_' the  Society  for the
Preservation  of  MNew  England
Antiguities; a trudtes of the Cable
Il-I-l:m_m'lal Ihﬁ_-:spif..u!,' Tpswich:

- Funers) arrangements have not

been antounced pending contact
‘with® Archhishop Bashie It e
expecked  thet serviees will he

held in 5t George's church,



